
Looking Ahead 2017 

As announced at Masses, please try to commit to a rosary each day for our Bishop as he begins to make many 

important and difficult decisions. This can be our humble but powerful participation in the spiritual side of the 

program for the renewal and growth of our Diocese of Fall River. Storm heaven with prayers! 

HOLY MASS  

 

Men and Women of Holiness   

Just as we asked the help of the saints when we prayed 
for the living, so now we ask their intercession again, 
after interceding for the dead. We confess to God that 
we are sinful and imperfect servants, yet for that very 
reason, we ñhope in his abundant mercies,ò and ask to 
share in the fellowship of the saints in heaven. The 
prayer names eight men martyrs, John the Baptist, Ste-
phen, Matthias, Barnabas, Ignatius, Alexander, Marcel-
linus and Peter, then names seven virgin martyrs, 
ñFelicity and Perpetua, Agatha, Lucy, Agnes, Cecilia, 
and Anastasia.ò By their help, and by the mercy and 
grace of Christ who grants us all pardon, we ask to be 
admitted into their heavenly company, and thus we ask 
one last time to be made to share in the Heavenly Litur-
gy. It is Christ who makes all good things, sanctifying, 
filling them with life, blessing them, and bestowing 
them upon us; he is the Lord of Abounding Life. Then 
the great ñmini-hymnò to the Trinity is sung by the 
priest: ñThrough him, and with him, and in him, O God, 
almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor is yours, for ever and ever.ò The people re-
spond and ratify this little hymn and the whole prayer of 
Consecration by singing, ñAMEN!ò 
Next week:  The Lordôs Own Prayer. 

 

 

Saint of the Week  

 

11 April Saint Gemma Galgani 

Gemma was born in 1879 and grew up in Lucca, 
Italy. She first heard the Lord directly speak to her 
shortly after her motherôs death. After her First 
Holy Communion, Gemma asked the nuns at her 
school to teach her the details of the Passion of 
Christ. After these classes, she would run home, 
go to her room, and pray the rosary on her knees. 
Her meditations on the Passion intensified in her 
teens. ñHer prayer book was her crucifix,ò said a 
priest who knew her at the time. She soon began 
to be visited by the Lord and her Guardian Angel. 
At eighteen, Gemma suffered a grave illness that 
twisted her body and brought on terrible head-
aches. She was cured after praying a novena to 
Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque. Gemma immedi-
ately tried to enter the Passionist nuns, but the 
mother superior was suspicious of her healing and 
her mystical experiences. Gemmaôs own aunts, 
with whom she lived, were skeptical as well and 
verbally abused her. When she received the stig-
mata, the wounds of Jesus, in her hands and feet, 
they accused her of fakery. In 1902, Gemma had a 
relapse of her illness. When asked the secret of 
her patient acceptance, she said, ñHumility, hu-
mility, humility.ò She died the next year at the age 
of twenty-four. Her writings were read with devo-
tion by Saint Maximilian Kolbe and Padre Pio.  
Saint Gemma Galgani, pray for us! 

 

From the Pastor  

Iƻƭȅ ²ŜŜƪ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 

Wednesday April 12 from 6:00-7:00pm at both parishes. At Good Shepherd it will be English and Portuguese.  

Holy Thursday April 13 from 8:00-9:00am at Good Shepherd in English only. 

Good Friday April 14 from 8:00-9:00am. 

Stations of the Cross at Saint Stanôs Good Friday at 3:00pm  



S u n d ay  V e s p e r s  

Sunday, May 21,  at 4:00 p.m. at Saint Stanõs 

We will sing the official prayer of the Catholic Church, the Liturgy 

of the Hours, or the Divine  

Office.   

Come and experience the beauty of singing Evening Prayer with 

the Universal Church! 

Respect Life Ministry  
 
Jesus chose to enter fully into our humanity in every way (except sin), including the experience of immense 
suffering. Through this, we see that His love is characterized by deep compassion—a word rooted in the Latin 
for ñsuffer with.ò Out  of love, Jesus suffers with us. In times of trial, we see more clearly our need for God 
and each other. And although society often views dependence negatively, in His humanity, Jesus shows us 
this need as something to embrace. During his agony in the garden of Gethsemane, He turned to His friends 
for support: ñMy soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep watch with meò (Matthew 26:38)é 
Jesusôs request to ñkeep watchò with Him also calls us to stay awake and be watchful over others who are suf-
fering. He wants to show His love for each person through the ways in which we care for each other. 
~USCCB, Anne McGuire, Life Issues Forum: We follow One Who Wept, Mar. 2017 
 
The 40 Days for Life Campaign concludes this weekend on April 9th. Thank you for your participation 
and please continue praying.   www.40daysforlife.com  
 
The next Respect Life Prayer Service will be on May 6th at 8:45am followed by refreshments and fellowship. 
All are invited. 
 
Respect Life Prayer Intention: 
For the sick and the suffering of body, mind, or spirit; may they be surrounded by loving family and friends 
who care for them. 

From the Pastor Cont. 

Living the Fatima Message invites you to:  
Say Yes to Mary: Fatimaôs 100th Anniversary, Saturday, May 6, 8:30am-
12pm, sponsored by Bishop Connolly High School, 373 Elsbree St., Fall River, 
MA. Discover how you can live Our Ladyôs ñpeace planò through a Living Rosary, Eucharistic Adoration, 
and Confession. Learn to make your own rosary. Glimpse into Our Ladyôs life through art and performance. 
Listen to reflection on answering her call from Rwandan genocide survivor Fr. Leonard Kayondo, and learn 
from keynote speaker, Fr. Thaddeus Lancton, MIC of the Divine Mercy Shrine in Stockbridge. Join us May 6 
for any part, or the entire program. No admission fee. Full schedule at facebook.com/livingfatima-click events 
of email livingfatima@gmail.com or call 781-521-3677 
 



Youth In His Image  

ages 14 - 18 

 

 
 

4/9 11:00am tour Our Lady of Providence Seminary       

4/13 7 churches directly after 7:00pm Mass 

4/17 6:30-8:30pm Meeting 

5/1 5:00-6:15pm Soup Kitchen 

 6:30-8:30pm Meeting 

5/15 6:30-8:30pm Meeting 

5/27 Cathedral  

 (Matt Gill to become transitional deacon) 

5/29 5:00-6:15pm Soup Kitchen 

 6:30-8:30pm Meeting 

Food Pantry  

The Food Pantry at Good Shepherd Parish is available to anyone in need.  
We are also accepting donations of nonperishable items and clothing. 

Contact the Parish office  
508-678-7412 

10am Masses Ad Orientem 2017 

Like it? Or not so much? Hereõs how to plan: 

Good Shepherd   

Saint Stanislaus    

GS 5/7  GS 9/3 

SS 5/14  SS 9/10 

 

GS 6/4  GS 10/8 

SS 6/11  SS 10/15 

 

GS 7/2  GS 11/5 

SS 7/9  SS 11/12 

 

GS 8/6   

SS 8/13  

Photography Lessons 
Saint Stanislaus parishioner Shawn Mills is offering photography and photo 

editing lessons at Saint Stanislaus Parish. Please join us for the free first two 

classes, then it will be $20.00 per  month per family as a parish fundraiser 

for Saint Stanislaus and Good Shepherd Parishes. No prior knowledge is 

needed. If you have a camera, please bring it with you. Open to parents, stu-

dents, and parishioners. Classes are every Sunday at 11:15am. For more in-

formation visit PopHelps.com 

BIBLE STUDY 

No Bible Study until April 29th 

 

You Can Make A Difference! 

My Brotherôs Keeper is a Christian ministry in Dartmouth that delivers furniture free of charge to families in 

need. At each deliver, we offer a crucifix as a gift along with the message, ñ We are just the delivery people. This is the 

man who sent you the furniture.ò 

We need volunteers to help in a wide variety of ways including administration, cleaning, sorting, sewing, and pickups & 

deliveries. All are welcome. 

Please join us! Call 774-305-4577 if you need furniture or if you can help us as a volunteer.  

My Brotherôs Keeper 

Our Mission: ñTo bring the Love and Hope of Jesus Christ to those we serve.ò 

Www.MyBrothersKeeper.org 



Catholic Pilgrimage to Portugal/SpainéJoin 
Father Jeffrey Cabral (Diocesan Judicial Vicar, residing at 

St. Mary Parish in Mansfield) and Father David Frederici (Pastor 

of St. John the Evangelist Parish in Pocasset and Chaplain of 

UMass Dartmouth), from November 6-15, 2017, for a pilgrim-

age visiting Lisbon, Fatima, Santiago de Compostela, Avila, 

Madrid and more. Celebrate our faith, especially in this 

100th anniversary year of the Fatima Apparitions. Price is 

$2,749 per person (based on double occupancy). For further in-

formation, please visit www.fallrivertribunal.com/

pilgrimage.html or contact: 

Fr Jeffrey Cabral    508-675-7150    jac@dioc-fr.orgFr David 

Frederici   508-563-5887  frdavid@sjeparish.com 

Catholic Tour       1-888-465-9868  

infor@thecatholictour.com 

Around the Diocese 

Join us at  the upcoming Marriage Encounter Weekend Our Lady 
of the Cape Parish Brewster, MA 
April 22-8:00am to 9:30pm April 23 8:00am to 4:00pm 
Discounted accommodations available at Ocean Edge Resort & 
Golf Club        Call us at 800-710-WWME for more details. 

St. Josephôs and St. Michaelôs Parish in Fall River hosts a weekly Bible study every Tuesday at 9:30am and repeated again at 7pm 

in the St. Josephôs school building on N. Main St. The group is held by Jean Revil, Parish Director of Adult Faith Formation. During 

the Lenten Season, the Bible study will provide an opportunity to deepen your understanding of the disciplines of Lent, and reflect 

on Godôs call to return to Him with your whole heart. All are invited to join us each Tuesday. Bring a Bible and join in exploring 

and sharing our Catholic faith.  

Tuesday, April 11th—The Great Feast of 50 days 

Service of Shadows, Wednesday, April 12 at 7:30pm: A special 

prayer service called Tenebrae which has its roots in monastic 

tradition is held each year on the Wednesday evening of Holy 

Week at the Cathedral of St. Mary in Fall River. This service of 

readings. Psalms, and hymns at which the bishop presides begins 

in the light which eventually fades into darkness as the candles in 

the sanctuary are gradually extinguished. Christians of all de-

nominations and their minsters are also invited to participate as a 

means of sharing in worship during these holy days when we are 

encouraged to forget our differences and focus together on the 

passion, death, and resurrection of Christ. Please mark your cal-

endar to experience the beauty of this special service and perhaps 

it will become an annual tradition during Holy Week. 

Diocese of Fall River Sacramental Data 
This is what I spoke about last weekend at the Masses. Note: this is not about the parishes of Saint Stanislaus 
and Good Shepherd. It is about the Diocese as a whole.   
 
Roman Catholic Households  7% decline in total numbers from 2005 to 2015 
Roman Catholic Parishioners  5% decline in total numbers from 2005 to 2015 
Baptisms    46% decline  ñ 
First Holy Communions  16% decline ñ 
Confirmations    24% decline ñ 
Marriages    47% decline ñ 
Funerals    2% decline ñ 
November Mass Count  41% decline from 2010 to 2015 
Enrollment in Religious Ed  27% decline ñ 
 
November Mass Count 
In 2010, for every 8 parishioners officially registered, 2 were actually going to Mass.  
In 2015, for every 13 parishioners officially registered, 2 were going to Mass. 
 
Baptism/funeral Ratio 
In 2015, for the first time, funerals outnumbered Baptisms. For every 2 Baptisms, there were 3 funerals. 
 
Numbers donôt lie. We need to address this! 

FRDCCW PRESENTS: Speaker: Mr Arthur Boyle, Author 
of ñSix Months to Liveò, who experienced a MIRACLE 
when he visited Medjugorje. When: 5/6/17 Mass Celebrat-
ed by Bishop da Cunha, SDV 
Place: St Lawrence Martyr Parish, New Bedford, Breakfast 
to follow Holy Family—Holy Name School. $25.00 
For more information contact: Ms Virginia Wade 508-676-
6515 
 





 

Spaghetti Supper 
April 22nd  

Take out 4:00-5:00pm 
Sit down 5:00pm 

Includes Meatballs, Sausage, Salad, Garlic Bread,  
Coffee, and Pastry 

$15pp 

 
Jantar de espaguete 

22 de abril levar para fora 4:00-5:00 
Senta-se 5:00 

Inclui, almôndegas, salsicha, salada, pão de alho, café e 
pastelaria 

$15pp 


